MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
once more marched into the Peninsula, making war upon the
Imperial troops and pillaging the country, until its remnants,
decimated by sickness and crushed by Narses, were compelled to
retreat into Gaul.
Vanquished in the field, the Franks succeeded in obtaining an
important province by political means. In 567 the Visigothic terri-
tory between the Garonne and die Pyrenees became Prankish on
the marriage of Chilperic and Galswintha.1
For the Merovingians, the arrival of the Lombards in Italy was
a fresh cause of war in that country.
The Lombards had attacked Provence in 568. Being repulsed,
they invaded it afresh in 575.2 In 583, at the request of Pope
Pelagius II, who implored his intervention against die Lombards,
Childebert II formed an alliance against them with the Emperor
Maurice (who paid for this alliance with 50,000 gold solidi), and
despatched a Prankish army which fought in Italy, though without
success, until the year 585.3
The same year, however (585), Gontran attacked Septimania.
His forces were repulsed with great loss by Reccared, the son of
Leovigild. But the state of hostility continued. In 589 Gontran
renewed his attack, but this time he suffered a final defeat near
Carcassonne.4
This defeat of the Prankish arms appeared all die more serious
inasmuch as in 568 Childebert's army had been defeated by the
Lombards in Italy,5 which in 589 led the king to conclude peace
with them.
But Childebert had not renounced his Italian policy. In the
following year (590) he despatched a fresh expedition against the
Lombards. It was unsuccessful, and this time he had to resign
himself to concluding peace.6
Dagobert, the last great king of the Merovingian dynasty, con-
tinued this policy of intervention in Italy and Spain. In 605 he
1 richter, op. dt.t p. 69.	2 Ibid., pp. 70 and 72.
^  s Ibid., p. 81.	« Ibid., pp. 87 and 93.
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